
ALEXANDRIA-MONROE PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD
Meeting Minutes
Special Meeting
February 27,  2019

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Shelby Thomas, Bob Rogers, Pam Blake, Missy Giles, Susie Remington, Jennifer 
Ward and LeeAnne Fisher 
Note:  Library Managers, Interim Director, and a member of the public were present to observe the meeting.

MEMBERS ABSENT:  None

CALL TO ORDER:  
President Shelby Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:36 P.M.  

Purpose of Meeting:  To vote on the hiring of a new Library Director

President Shelby Thomas called for a preliminary polling of Board members in order to assess the need for 
further discussion of the merits of various candidates who interviewed for the position of Director.  Thomas read 
off the name of each candidate and asked for a show of hands by Board members to indicate an intention to vote 
for each.  After reading off each of the four candidates, the preliminary vote was determined to be divided;  the 
result being a 3/3/1 vote.  The preliminary vote effectively eliminated one candidate, and Thomas instructed the 
Board members that she would then go around the table and ask each to give the reasons for their preliminary 
vote along with any reasons they wished to state for not voting for the other candidates.

Each Board member briefly discussed the reason they voted for a candidate, and then voiced any concerns they 
had regarding the other candidates.  During the discussion of candidate Sarah Wallace, Mr. Bill Touhy (a 
member of the public attending to observe the meeting) rose and asked the Board for permission to speak on 
behalf of Wallace.  Thomas granted permission and Mr. Touhy explained that he was a lifelong resident of 
Alexandria and had been a library patron for the past 54 years.  He went on to describe an issue he had recently 
experienced at the library and how Wallace had impressed him by effectively resolving the issue.  The Board 
thanked Mr. Touhy for his time and input.

After assuring that Board members had no further comments, Thomas called for a vote on each of the 
candidates.  At this time a majority vote by show of hands was determined to be 5/2 in favor of Sarah Wallace.  
Thomas announced to the Board that Wallace would be offered the position of Director, AMPL after a contract 
was drafted for her review.  Thomas then asked Wallace to assume the Director's chair at the Board table and 
offered her congratulations.  Wallace thanked the Board, and some brief discussion ensued.

Thomas instructed Wallace to go ahead and apply for her LC4 at this time, and asked if she had a graduation date
yet.  Wallace indicated that she did not yet have this information.  The Board then asked Wallace if she would 
prefer to wait to officially assume the position of Director until after graduation.  Wallace responded in the 
affirmative, and Thomas explained that Wallace would continue her current position of Interim Director until 
that time.  Thomas then inquired of Wallace if she had any questions for the Board.  Wallace asked if 
she would be able to request changes to the contract if she felt any were needed after reviewing it;  
Thomas explained how the contract review and signing process would be conducted and Wallace 
indicated that she had no further questions at this time.

Thomas called for a vote to adjourn the meeting.  Bob Rogers moved to adjourn the meeting at 7:11pm;
LeeAnne Fisher seconded and the motion passed unanimously.



Respectfully submitted,

Missy Giles
Library Board Secretary


