
AMPL Board of Trustees 
Meeting Minutes 
May 14, 2020 
 
**Due to the on-going COVID-19 situation this meeting took place via Zoom 
 
Members Present:  Shelby Thomas, Pam Blake, Missy Giles, Susie Remington and Director 
Sarah Wallace 
 
Members Absent:  Laura Rowe (vacation) 
 

1.  Call to Order:  President Shelby Thomas called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 
 

2. Approval of:  Wallace explained to Board members that due to the nature of tonight’s 
meeting (virtual) that the IN State Library has temporarily allowed for Library Board 
meetings to relax many standard meeting practices and to deal only with issues that 
must be discussed and and decided prior to the next regular meeting.  Therefore 
approvals were only voted on in two areas:  Remington moved to approve the agenda 
and Blake seconded.  Blake moved to accept the March meeting minutes;  Giles 
seconded and both motions passed unanimously. 
 
**Thomas mentioned that the board is currently without a Secretary and asked for a 
volunteer to take minutes.  Giles indicated her willingness to do so and the meeting 
continued. 
 

3.  Old Business: 
a. Building Committee Report:  Thomas mentioned that we need to get a coat of 

sealer on the gazebo and benches.  She also indicated that the plant/tree that 
the landscaper had agreed to replace was still not planted.  Wallace indicated 
that she would speak with Swegman, and mentioned that he has been doing the 
mowing. 

b. Board Appointments:  Wallace explained that she recently posted a request for 
patrons to email interest in filling the open board seats.  She spoke with an 
individual prior to the shutdown who was interested in a board appointment and 
has forwarded that person’s info to the appointing authority. 

 
4.  New Business: 

a. Wallace sent the board a Reopening Plan Proposal prior to this meeting so that 
we would be ready to discuss and decide on it at tonight’s meeting.  Board 
members had several questions and suggestions.  After an in-depth discussion of 
options, Remington moved to approve the Reopening Plan Proposal with the 
addition that beginning May 18th one computer would be made available for 
public use by appointment only.  Blake seconded and the motion passed 
unanimously. 
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5.  Director’s Report:  Wallace gave a short verbal report.  She mentioned that the FB 
virtual programming has been a hit and is receiving a lot of positive feedback.  Summer 
Reading is set to start on June 1.  She also wanted the Board to be aware that she is 
having some difficulty purchasing cleaning wipes and 70% alcohol needed for sanitizing 
materials coming back in.  When asked if board members should buy these if they come 
across them while shopping she said that would help and to be sure to keep receipts for 
reimbursement.  Her final note was that staff is now down 2 full-time employees in 
Circulation, and she will have that as an item on the June agenda to discuss. 

6.  Public Comments:  Wallace read an email from Jennifer Ward, indicating that Ward 
filled out the Public Comment Request online.  Ward had two separate concerns.  One 
regarded urging the library to reopen, at least partially, to allow the public access to 
computer and document services.  Thomas spoke up and indicated that we took care of 
this earlier in the meeting.  Ward’s second item was a follow up asking if the Library 
Board had received the two letters of complaint she sent out to the entire board and 
copied attorney J. Mayes on March 30th.  One complaint was regarding Director Wallace 
and the other regarding President Thomas.  Ward indicated that to date she had 
received no acknowledgement that either document had been received.  Thomas 
indicated that by the time the complaints were received everyone was on quarantine, 
and we have yet to have a regular meeting to discuss matters.  Giles indicated that one 
of us should have reached out to let her know that we received her missives, and that 
the ongoing situation has kept us from being able to properly review the material as yet. 
Remington agreed to call Ward, and Giles asked Wallace to ensure that Ward’s 
complaints be added to the agenda for June so that we can then review and discuss 
them.  Wallace agreed to make this an agenda item for June. 

7. Giles moved to adjourn the meeting at 7 pm, Blake seconded and the motion passed. 
 
 
 
Next meeting:  Thursday June 11th @ 6 pm 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Missy Giles 
Acting Secretary 


